
49th Congress. SENATE. Ex. Doc. 
1st Session. 

LETTEE 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
TRANSMITTING 

A history of the conscience fund. 

February 4, 1886.—Referred to the Committee on Finance and ordered to be printed. 

Treasury Department, February 3, 1880. 
Hon. John Sherman, 

President pro tempore United States Senate: 
Sir: The Department is in receipt of Senate resolution of the 28tli 

ultimo, directing- the Secretary of the Treasury to inform the Senate as 
to the origin of what is known as the “ conscience fund ” in the Treas¬ 
ury of the United States, the amount of the same, and what disposition 
is made thereof. 

In reply thereto I have the honor to state that the term “ conscience 
fund,” as applied to donations received by the Treasury from unknown 
sources, has its origin in the popular belief that sucli donations are made 
by persons who have at some time wrongfully taken or withheld from 
the United States moneys which were justly due, and who thus seek to 
make restitution to the Government. 

The moneys which have thus been received from time to time have been 
covered into the Treasury as “ miscellaneous receipts from persons un¬ 
known,” and have been used for the general purposes of the Govern¬ 
ment in connection with moneys received from other sources, having at 
no time been distinguished from other moneys in the general Treasury. 

The first donation of this character of which the Department has any 
record was made by the Register of tli3 Treasury in 1827, “ for moneys 
received from a person unknown, stated to be on account of imports 
and tonnage,” and the total amount received by the Treasury up to 
June 30, 1885, was $220,717.20. 

Respectfully, yours, 
DANIEL MANNING, 

Secretary. 
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